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The Weimaraner is known to be 
of a very old breed type with 
early evidence dating back to the 
13th century art and literature.  

Origin and Purpose

A 1632 painting with what appears to 
be a Weimaraner.



The breed was standardized to its modern form at 
the court of the Grand Duke of Weimar in 
Germany from where it got its name.  

Karl August with what is 
believed to be a Weim 
sitting in the carriage.



The 1800’s saw the Weimaraner developed into 
one of the prized continental hunting breeds that 
excelled in various types of game and hunting 
traits including tracking, searching, pointing, 
retrieving and indicating the location of downed 
large game. 

Weimaraner                        
by Jean Baptiste 1750

Weimaraner                          
by Joseph Kidd 1850



As big game grew scarce due to encroaching 
civilization and with the introduction of guns to 

bird hunting, emphasis was placed on breeding in 
more pointing instincts.  

Unique to the Weimaraner was the retention of its 
need for kind handling and human companionship.  



Germany recognized the Weimaraner as a breed in 
1896 and in the first part of the 20th century, 
despite opposition from the German breed club, a 
few individuals came to North America and 
eventually the breed was recognized in Canada.

Mars aus der Wulfsriede 

one of the earliest North American imports



The Weimaraner is now used on small furred 
and feathered game in its country of origin and 
almost exclusively on birds throughout North 
America.  Today’s Weimaraner has retained its 
stamina, its hunting versatility, and its need for 
human bonding.



A medium sized silver-gray aristocratic dog.  He 
should be well-muscled and present a picture of 
grace and balance, dogs should be masculine, 
bitches feminine.

The  Weimaraner in brief…The  Weimaraner in brief…

He is a slightly longer than tall 
dog, with a moderately long neck 
going into well laid-back 
shoulders, straight, slightly 
sloping topline, confident tail 
carriage and well angulated rear.  



His chest should be well developed and deep 
giving him plenty of lung room. His depth of 
chest carries well back, with a firmly held 
abdomen and moderately tucked-up flank. 



He moves with a level topline and has an 
easy, effortless, reaching and driving gait, 
indicating the ability to work with great speed 
and endurance in the field.  



He moves with a level topline
and has an easy, effortless, 
reaching and driving gait, 
indicating the ability to work with 
great speed and endurance in 
the field.  

His eyes are blue, blue-gray or
light amber.  

His temperament is friendly 
and alert, but can be reserved 
with strangers.



Typical females…Typical females…



Typical females…Typical females…



Typical males…Typical males…



Typical males…Typical males…



Judging the WeimaranerJudging the Weimaraner
?? The CKC standard in word and pictureThe CKC standard in word and picture

For illustration purposes, the short-haired variety is more dominantly pictured.  It 
is easier to visualize the structure of the Weimaraner with the short-haired coat.



General Appearance :
A medium-sized grey dog with light eyes, he should present 
a picture of great driving power, stamina, alertness and 
balance. Above all, the dog should indicate ability to work 
hard in the field.

Temperament:
The dog should display a temperament
that is keen, fearless, friendly, 
protective, and obedient. 

Size: Height at withers-dogs, 25-27 in. (64-69 cm); 
bitches, 23-25 in. (58-64cm). Deviation of 1 in. (2.5 cm.) over 
and under this height is allowed, but should be penalized. 



INTERPRETATION: 
A Weimaraner  should present a 
balanced picture without any part of 
him exaggerated, all body parts 
should flow together  without any part 
being out of proportion 
with the whole. 

He should be aristocratic and graceful, 
with style and class, a dog who can 
run with speed and agility in the field. 
He should be of medium size, not too 
coarse or fine. 



A coarse heavily boned dog or an  overly refined and 
weedy dog are not of correct type, as neither could 
endure a day in the field. 
. 

Remember, “above all, 
the dogs conformation 
must indicate the ability 
to work hard in the 
field”. Medium size with 
regard to height is clearly 
defined in the standard.



COMMON PROBLEMS:
Our standard clearly states size minimums and maximums, 
Dogs 25” to 27” ; Bitches 23” to 25” and that an inch over and 
under is acceptable, but should be penalized.   However, we 
find all too often a dog 25” or a bitch 23” will be penalized and 
a dog at almost 28” or bitch at almost 26” will be rewarded.  
Often 24" bitches and 26” dogs are considered small, when in 
fact they are right in the middle of the size allowances.

If you believe a weim is nice, but are wary to use it because 
you believe the dog is too small or too large, please measure 
the dog and see.  Quite often, the problem is that many of the 
others in the ring are in fact too large or too small, either 
falling within the inch over/under parameter or beyond that 
inch.  Additionally, use the wicket to measure the larger ones 
and appropriately penalize and/or exclude them.  Bigger is not 
necessarily better and the 1” up/down is to be penalized.



Head : Moderately long and aristocratic, with 
moderate stop and slight median line extending back over the 
forehead. Rather prominent occipital bone and trumpets set 
well back, beginning at the back of the eye sockets. 
Measurement from tip of nose to stop to equal that from stop 
to occipital bone. 

TrumpetMedian line

Moderate stop



The flews should be moderately deep, enclosing a powerful 
jaw. Foreface perfectly straight, delicate at the nostrils. Skin
tightly drawn. Expression kind, keen, intelligent. 

Occipital bone



Occipital bone



Median line

Moderate stop

Trumpet



Ears: long and lobular, slightly folded and set high. The 
ear when drawn snugly alongside the jaw should end 
approximately 2 in. (5cm) from the point of the nose. 



Eyes: in shades of light amber, 
grey or blue-grey, set well 
enough apart to indicate good 
disposition and intelligence. 
When dilated under excitement 
the eyes may appear almost 
black.



Teeth: well-set, strong and even; well developed and 
proportionate to jaw with correct scissors bite, the upper teeth
protruding slightly over the lower teeth but not more than 1/16 
inch (.2 cm). Complete dentition is greatly to be desired. 

Nose: Grey       

Lips and Gums: Pinkish flesh shades.

Neck: Neck clean-cut and moderately long.



INTERPRETATION: To complete the picture of grace, style 
and nobility the head should be pleasing with a kind, 
intelligent expression and be in proportion to the body. Males 
distinctly masculine, females distinctly feminine. 
The head should be equal in muzzle length and back skull 
length, the muzzle width should be 
approximately one half of the 
skull width. The stop is 
moderate, but may give the 
impression of being deep due 
to the eyebrows which are 
prominent. There is an indentation that runs the length of the 
back skull and stops at the somewhat prominent occipital 
bone. The trumpets, which are comparable to temples in 
man, give the head a chiseled appearance which adds to its 
attractiveness. 



Level head planes can be attractive, but a 
Weimaraner does not have to 
have level plains and most do not. 
The flews should be straight (but not 
Pendulous) and taper to the nostril. 
They should not be overly squared off, the 
depth of flew being slightly less at the front 
of the muzzle than at the back of the muzzle. 

The neck should be long enough
for the dog to easily reach down and pick 
up game, it should not be overly long or short. 
The ears are long, reaching almost to the nose when 
pulled along the side of the muzzle. They are set high 
when the dog is at attention and are rounded at the 
tips.



COMMON PROBLEMS:
Snipey muzzles, short muzzles, roman noses, very slight 
stops and overdone heads are some things you will see. 
Also bitchy heads on dogs and doggy heads on bitches. 
You should be able to tell the sex of a Weimaraner just by 
looking at the head. An ear that seems too long is 
preferable to a short ear, as the short ear detracts from the 
distinctive Weimaraner look. 

A puppy’s head will 
have longer ears.



Some pleasing feminine heads...



Some pleasing masculine heads...



BODY: The back should be 
moderate in length, set in straight 
line, strong, and should slope slightly 
from the withers. The chest should 
be well developed and deep. Ribs 
well sprung and long. The brisket 
should drop to the elbow. Abdomen 
firmly held; moderately tucked-up 
flank 



INTERPRETATION: A Weimaraner should have a long rib 
cage with well sprung ribs. The long rib cage gives the back 
its moderate length. Measured from the point of the breast 
bone to the point of the tail bone the Weimaraner should be 
slightly longer than he is tall, a ratio of length to height that is 
approximately 12 to 11. 

The back should he straight and 
slope slightly from the withers to 
the tail. The chest, when viewed 
from the front or side should be
well developed and deep, 
reaching the elbow in a mature 
dog. 



The shoulder blades are well laid 
back (45 degrees), and the 
forelegs set well under the body 
due to proper upper arm return. 

This correct front- end 
assembly is very important 
to a dog that must run in the
field, as it is the shoulder 
assembly that absorbs most 
of the shock when a dog is 
moving.



COMMON PROBLEMS:
Dogs with too little substance, bitches with too much, as 
goes with the Weimaraner head, dogs should have a 
masculine build, bitches a feminine built. 

Short backed dogs are a problem, this is usually due to a 
short rib cage. They stand too high on leg and can not 
move correctly, most crab and have little reach or drive. 

Shoulder assembly is a big problem in the breed. We’re 
seeing both straight shoulder assemblies and also 
short/straight upper arms that come off the front of the 
body. A dog with a bad shoulder assembly is readily 
apparent when it moves. They usually have very limited 
and/or stilted front movement.



COAT: The Coat comes in two (2) varieties:  
Short-hair variety:   Short, smooth and sleek coat

Long-hair variety:  Top coat is flat and smooth or slightly 
wavy.  Length on flanks 1 – 2 in. (3 – 5 cm), slightly 
longer under neck and on forechest, belly, ears and tail.
Moderate feathering on legs, chest and underside.



Interpretation:

The short hair coat may be very slightly longer than in 
comparable breeds.  Without, or with very little undercoat.

The longhair coat will have a soft, long topcoat, with or
Without undercoat. Smooth or slightly wavy. Hair at base of
ear long and flowing. On the ear tips velvety hair is
permissible. Hair length on the sides is usually a little longer
on the underside of neck, the forechest and on the
belly. Good feathering and breeching, however the hair is
shorter towards the lower parts. Tail with good flag. Hair
between toes. Shorter hair on head. 



Common Problems:
• Defects such as very thin or very coarse hair.
• Blending of the coat varieties defined in the Standard

(see note below).
• Lacking hair on belly or ears (ear leathers), patches of 

woolly hair in the Shorthair. Very curly or sparse in the 
Longhair.

Note: Double Coat (Stockhaar), with medium long,dense and
well fitting topcoat, thick, woolly undercoat and moderate
feathering and breeching occasionally occurs in 
heterozygotic (of mixed coat type ancestry) dogs.



COLOR: In shades of mouse-grey to silver-grey, usually 
blending to a lighter shade on the head and ears.  Small white 
mark allowable on the chest, but not on any other part of the 
body.  White spots that have resulted from injuries shall not be
penalized.

These three show some 
of the variety of shades 
you will see.



Interpretation:
The lighter shades on the head and ears are referred to as the 
”Grafmar Cap.” These lighter shades extend over the forehead 
and down the ears and tend to become more prominent with 
age. A white mark on the chest may be in the form of a spot or 
blaze; and, you should, in all cases, be able to cover the white
with a dollar bill. Coat color mostly resembles a grayish-taupe 
color and varies from very light shades to deep rich shades, 
but all have the distinctive grayish-taupe tone, never a true 
brown or blue color. 

Weims are avid sun bathers, and their dilute coat color is 
easily sun bleached giving it a more brownish cast.A breed 
trait while they are shedding is a “bulleted/spotted” pattern, 
or an eel stripe, this will disappear will the new coat.



COMMON PROBLEMS: We do not tend to have many 
problem with coats or color that you would see in the breed 
ring. The problems we do have are blues, dobie marked (tan 
points just like a Doberman), and too much white (extending 
on to the belly and into the crotch in many cases). White on 
the pasterns has become so common as to become 
characteristic. 

A normal gray Weim and a 
dark blue Weim.

Dobie marks

A Blue Coat



Forequarters: Shoulder well laid on 
and snug. Forelegs straight and strong, with the 
measurement from the elbow to the ground 
approximately equaling the distance from the 
elbow to the top of the withers.

Hindquarters: Well-angulated stifles 
and straight hocks. Musculature well developed. 

Feet: firm and compact, webbed, toes well 
arched, pads closed and thick, nails short and 
grey or amber in colour.

Dewclaws: allowable only on forelegs, there 
optional. 



COMMON PROBLEMS: Fronts turned out at the 
pasterns (east and west) or toed in. Too straight or 
knuckled over pasterns. Broken down pasterns are 
seen very rarely. Toed in rears. Close rears. Feet that 
are splayed or flat are not seen very often but do show 
up occasionally.

A puppy will quite often be 
slightly east and west



TAIL: Should have a tendency to be light rather than heavy 
and should be carried in a manner expressing confidence and 
sound temperament.  
Short-hair variety should be docked and at maturity measure 
approximately 6 in. (15 cm.).
Long-hair variety should be undocked and well-covered with 
hair, on top as well as underneath, with good plume.



GAIT: The walk is rather awkward. The trot should 
be effort-less, ground-covering, and should indicate 
smooth co-ordination. When seen from the rear, the 
hind feet should parallel the front feet.



INTERPRETATION: Again, to insure the Weimaraner can 
endure a day in the field, his gait must be smooth, coordinated 
and effortless. There should be no wasted motion when he 
moves. Restricted movement in any form is incorrect. A 
Weimaraner should easily cover ground with good reach in 
front and good drive in the rear. 



When viewed from the front 
or rear, the hind feet should 
parallel the front feet. As his 
speed increases, both the 
front and rear converge to 
single track close to a 
center line. 

The back should remain solid and 
level in movement (not sloping, as 
when standing) without rolling, 
jumping or excess rise and fall of 
the withers.



COMMON PROBLEMS: Some common movement 
problems are (but not limited to) crabbing, winging, 
padding, slamming fronts, fronts and/or rears toeing in, 
close rears, lack of rear drive, restricted front reach, sickle 
hocked (especially dogs that are over angulated). 

Common topline problems are ones that slope while 
moving, sway, roach, roll, or jump up and down. 



TEMPERAMENT: The dog should display a 
temperament that is keen, fearless, friendly, protective, 
and obedient. 

INTERPRETATION: A Weimaraner should not show 
strong fear, shyness or extreme nervousness as these are 
Very Serious Faults. 

COMMON PROBLEMS: Shyness, fearfulness.  A truly 
shy or fearful dog should never be awarded a point, 
though some consideration should be made for puppies 
and young adults.  It’s common for puppies and very 
young adults to go through a period of shyness that they 
will outgrow.



FAULTS:
MINOR FAULTS: Short-haired tail docked too short or too 

long. Long-haired tail docked. Pink nose. 
FAULTS: Doggy bitches. Bitchy dogs. Improper muscular 

condition. Badly affected teeth. More than four missing 
teeth. Back too long or too short. Faulty coat. Neck too 
short, thick or throaty. Low tail-set. Elbows in or out; feet 
east and west.

SERIOUS FAULTS: Poor gait. Very poor feet. Cowhocks. 
Faulty back, either roach or sway. Badly overshot or 
undershot jaw. Snipey muzzle. Short ears. Yellow in white 
marking. A long-hair with excessive coat or a coat that is 
curly, wooly, silky or fluffy.  Any grooming of the long-hair 
coat with the exception of neatening of ears and feet.



VERY SERIOUS FAULTS: Deviation in height of more 
than 1 in. (2.5 cm.), over and under, from the standard. 
White, other than a spot on chest. Eyes any other colour
than grey, blue-grey or light amber. Non-docked tail on a 
short-haired dog. Dogs exhibiting strong fear. 

DISQUALIFICATIONS: A distinctly blue or black coat.

INTERPRETATION: The lists of faults is by no means 
complete, any deviation from the standard should be 
considered a fault. The lists given of minor, major and 
very serious faults are not in any order, the faults in each 
category should be considered incorrect to the same 
degree. 



Top Producing Sire in History



Top Winning Weimaraner in History



Weimaraner Tracking



Weimaraner in the Field



The Weimaraner As A CompanionThe Weimaraner As A Companion
To describe the unique temperament and qualities of 
a Weimaraner to someone who has never known one 
is a difficult task. Because of their total devotion to 
their owners, they can be aloof, cool, and almost 
snobbish toward strangers. Only to have spent some 
time with a Weimaraner can one really appreciate the 
breed. 



Highly intelligent, tending to 
be more human in nature 
than canine, is an accurate 
description.  They have the 
ability to be demanding, 
strong-willed and spiteful. 
Once you have established 
who is boss, they are an 
extremely devoted, 
responsive friend and 
companion. 



They have an uncanny ability to almost speak with 
their eyes and expressions. They feel they are a 
part of  the family and are best suited to this role. 



Their charismatic, almost human  temperament 
inspires unswerving allegiance and devotion. This can 
be attested to by the number of phone calls breeders 
receive from pet owners who have just lost their 
Weimaraner. These people, are willing to travel any 
distance to find a successor to their dog. 



The two phrases most commonly heard are: ”He was 
more than a dog, he was part of the family,”  and ”He 
was more than a dog, he was my friend.” 

They are a breed one either loves or hates. If you want 
a dog that is going to be a part of your life, demanding 
attention yet repaying you with complete devotion and 
companionship, you would love this breed. 



On the other hand if you wanted a dog that would sit 
quietly in the corner, waiting until you decide to pet 
him or say a  kind word, you  would hate this breed.



History of the WeimaranerHistory of the Weimaraner
Theories of the Weimaraner (pronounced Vi-mar-
honor) origin are the subject of much argument 
among the Germans (as well as Americans), to  date 
there is no certain answer. 

One of the most acceptable theories proposed is that 
the Weimaraner is a descendant of the Red  
Schweissehund, which in turn is a descendant of the 
Bloodhound. The Bloodhound is believed to be a 
descendant of the St. Hubert hound, which is 
believed to have played an important role in the 
development of many of the hounds and hunting  
dogs of today. 



The breed was first recognized around 1810 in 
Weimar, the southwest section of the Russian zone of 
Germany. Grand Duke Karl August, dreaming of a 
cultural Germany, like Athens, took great pride in field 
sports, fine guns, and breeding fine dogs. 

Map of Germany 
circa 1815



Their hunting grounds abounded with wolves, bear, 
deer, and boar and, therefore, the Weimaraner was 
originally used for hunting big game. The early ’Gray 
Ghosts’ were not bird dogs, they were hounds like 
their immediate ancestors. As the big game died out, 
the Germans are believed to have bred some 
Pointer stock into the Weimaraner, thus creating a 
multi-purpose or all-round field dog. 

Whether the breed already existed before the Grand 
Duke and his nobles took interest in them is not clear; 
however, it is believed that August and his nobles did 
begin to develop the dog for  their own use. 



It is recorded that Great Danes 
and a German Shorthair Pointer 
were used in crossbreeding. The 
first to give the Weimaraner more 
size, the second to give it more 
pointing instincts; however it is 
not known if the modern 
Weimaraner is a direct 
descendant of these crosses, or if 
the crosses started other breeds 
or if the crosses simply died out. 

Two Weims; circa 1904                                           
Lore v Achersleben and Hektor v d Wolfsschlucht



The gray colouring is believed to 
be a recessive color inherited 
from the Red Schweissehund. 
The amber eye coloring, as 
proposed in one theory, comes 
from the pointing breeds - black 
and white Pointers and/or liver 
and white Pointers. However, 
there were too many records lost 
in World War I and II for people 
to know the entire story.

Blitz and Roland              
Two more Weims circa 1904



In 1882, the Thuringia
Club For Breeding 
Purebred Dogs 
discouraged the breeders 
from crossbreeding the 
Weimaraner with other 
types of German Pointers. 

Nidung, an example of 
Weimaraner type circa 1896

A long struggle ensued to have the Delegate 
Commission recognize the Weimaraner as a separate 
and distinct breed. They finally succeeded in 1896. 



The Weimaraner Club of Germany was founded in 
1897 for the purpose of advancing the breed and 
emphasizing its use in the field. Strict rules of 
acceptance were established which quickly 
returned the breed to its former high standards. 
Puppies could only be sold to club members, who 
had to promise to keep the breed pure and cull all 
unworthy puppies. Breeding was a privilege given 
only to animals passing all the requirements of 
working ability and type. The culling of dogs whose 
performance did not meet their exacting standard 
brought about the sound quality of the German 
imports.



Unfortunately, they were 
later found to be sterile. 
However, in 1933, he was 
able to obtain 5 more, only 
one turning out to be sterile. 
The four fertile dogs were 
Mars aus der Wulfsriede, 
Aura von Gaiberg and litter 
sisters Dorle and Adda v. 
Schwartzen Kamp. 

The first Weims were brought to North America in 1929 
by Mr. Howard Knight; who had to join the German
Weimaraner Club over stiff opposition in order to obtain 
them.

Margaret Horn with 
Mars, Aura and Adda



Following World War II, 
fantastic tales of the 
Weimaraners abilities; 
such as hunting mountain 
lions and tracking a lost 
child on a three-day-old 
trail, caused widespread 
publicity and prices 
soared. Fastbuck
breeders inevitably took 
over and sold everything 
that was gray, blue-black, 
and longhaired. An ad from 1950 comparing 

the Weims amazing abilities 
to the Oils.



Ch. Burt v. d. Harrasburg
The breed’s first AKC BIS (1952) winner…



Weims Doing Their Thing…



Kick sledding team



The first Weimaraner
certified for mold detection







The WAC Specialties
(In no particular order)

BOB 2006 National

BOB 2005 National



BOB 2004 National

BOB 2003 National



1.) Illustrated Standard booklet from WCA
Automatically sent to Weimaraner Judges – No charge 
All others – $15 each, mailed within the U.S. 
Weimaraner Club of America
Dorothy Derr, Executive Secretary 
P. O. Box 2907 Muskogee, OK 74402-2907 
(918) 686-6027

2.) Weimaraner Ways by Virginia Alexander and Jackie Isabell
SunStar Publications
P.O.Box 1800 Germantown, MD 20874 
1-800-W-Weimar - FAX 301 540 7516 
Price is approximately $75.00 

The above is an outstanding book, a must have for every dog 
library. The Weimaraner world is certainly indebted to Virginia 
Alexander and Jackie Isabell for their outstanding contribution to 
the limited literature regarding the Weimaraner. 

PublicationsPublications



Publications, cont.Publications, cont.

3.) The Weimaraner Manual
Weimaraner Club of the Washington DC Area 
c/o Mary Baldwin 
SR #2 Box 9A, St. Leonard, MD 20685 
$9.00 per copy payable to WCWDCA

Other very useful sources of information: 

The Complete Weimaraner; William Denlinger (1954) 

Guide to the Weimaraner; Gillian Burgoin (1985) England 

The Weimaraner; Jack Denton Scott (1952-53) 

The Weimaraner; Anna Katherine Nicholas (1986) TFH Publications 



The The 
end…end…


